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(a) a free acid group which can be converted into an alkali metal salt, and 
S(b) a pKa in the range 2.0 to 9. 0, 
[which] wherein the inner core is [subsequently] coated with a rate-controlling membrane 
that determines drug release, 

wherein\the drug is present as a salt that displays higher solubility at pH 4.5 to 8.0 
than the corresponding compound containing a free acid group, and 

wherein the composition is adapted to prevent release of drug until the composition 
reaches the terminal ileum or the colon following oral administration of the composition . 

2. (Amended) [A composition as claimed in Claim] The composition of claim 1 
wherein the drug is a thromboxane synthase A 2 inhibitor or a thromboxane A 2 /prostaglandin 



endoperoxide receptor ant^gon^st. 

3 . (Amended) [A co^npo^tion as claime^ in Claim] The composition of claim 2 



wherein the drug is ridopef^ 

4. (Amended) [A compositions claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 3,] The 
composition of claim 1 wherein the rate-opntrolling membrane comprises a material which 
forms a water-insoluble A but water-permeable layer and from which release of the drug is by 
diffusion through the layer. 

5. (Amended) [A composition as claimed in Claim 4,] The composition of claim 4 
wherein the rate-controlling membrane is formulated from a methacrylate copolymer or 
ethylcellulose. 

6. (Amended) [A composition as claimed in Cl^im 5 J The composition of claim 5 
wherein the rate-controlling membrane is formulated fron^f ethyl cellulose or Eudragit] 
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(Amended) [A composition as claimed in Claim 6 where] The composition of 
claim 5 whe^gin the rate-controlling membrane is ethylcellulose. 

8. (Amended) [A composition as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,] The 
composition of claim 1 wherein the inner core is a sugar sphere. 

9. (AmendedX [A composition as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,] The 
composition of claim )^ ^ereiirthe salt is at least 10 times more soluble than the free acid 
form of the drug at pH^. 5 s 

10. (Amended)--[A^c^positipn as claimed in any Claim 9 J The composition of 
claim 9 wherein the salt is at least 100 times more soluble than the free acid form of the drug. 

1 1 . (Amended) [A composition as claimed in any one of the preceding claims,] The 
composition of claim 1 wherein the salt is an alkali metal salt. 

12. (Amended) [A composition ak claimed in Claim 1 1,] The composition of claim 
11 wherein the alkali metal is sodium or potassium. 

. ^N > bSL (Amended) [A composition as claimed in any one of the preceding claims] The 
composition obslaim 1 wherein the pellets are administered in a starch capsule coated with a 
combination of polymeth^crylates that is designed to disintegrate and release the pellets in 
the terminal ileum or in the col 

14. (Amended) |]Asgom positio n as claimed in any one of the preceding claims] The 
composition of claim 1 whereiiMhfesJrug is ufeed for [the] a treatment selected from the group 
consisting of ulcerative colitis, Crohn's disfc^se, irritable bowel syndrome, and inflammatory 
bowel disease. 

< !s ^^^^5T*^^ A [process] method for [the preparation of] making a composition 

[according to any one oftfte-preceding claims which comprises] comprising pellets. 
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lerein each pellet comprises an inner core comprising a drug which possesses 
(a^ a free acid group which can be converted into an alkali metal salt, and 
pKa in the range 2.0 to 9.0. 
wherein the inner core is coated with a rate-controlling membrane that determines drug 
release, whereinthe drug is present as a salt that displays higher solubility at pH 4.5 to 8.0 
than the corresponding compound containing a free acid group, and wherein the composition 
is adapted to prevent release of drug until the composition reaches the terminal ileum or the 
colon following oral administration of the composition, the method comprising 
making a salt of the drug,\nd 
coating [said] the salt onto th&dnner cores. 

(Amended) [A process as claimed in Claim 15,] The method of claim 1 5 wherein 
the salt is prejjared as part of a preparation process for the coating of the inner cores. 

17. (Ameh^ed) A method of improving the controlled release profile of a drug with a 
rapidly changing solubility in the pH range 4.5 to 8.0, [which comprises administering a 



composition according a&fohe of Claims Tlb-44 to a patient, preferably a human patient] the 
method comprising adncmnistering\he drug in a composition comprising pellets, 
wherein each pellet comprises an inne^ore comprising^e drug which possesses 

(a) a free acid^group whicE^calrbe^hverted into an Vlkali metal salt and 

(b) a pKa in the range 2.0 to 9.0. 
wherein the inner core is coated with a rate-controlling^kiembrane that determines drug 
release, wherein the drug is present as a salt that displays er solubility at pH 4.5 to 8.0 
than the corresponding compound containing a free acid group, and wherein the composition 
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is adapted to preve 



colon following oran 




until the composition reaches the terminal ileum or the 
f the composition . 



Please caneet^claim 1 8 



19. (Amended) A method of treatment of ulcerative colitis, Crohn's disease, irritable^ 
bowel syndrome^ and/or inflammatory bowel disease,, [which method comprises] the method 
comprising 

administering to a patient in need of treatment a composition [according to any one of 
Claims 1 to 14 to apatient, preferably a human patient] comprising pellets, 
wherein each pellet\conWises an inner corexomprising a drug which possesses 
(a) a free acid groupNvhich can be convert&d into an alkali metal salt, and 
(b^^aTpgri^^ 9.0. 
wherein the inner core is coated with a\rate-controlling membrane that determines drug 
release, wherein the drug is present as a^salt, that displays higher solubility at pH 4.5 to 8.0 
than the corresponding compound containing aSfree acid group, and wherein the composition 
is adapted to prevent release of drug until the composition reaches the terminal ileum or the 
colon following oral administration of the composition . 



Please canGd^cl^f^O. 
Please ada the following new claims. 



(N€ 



ew) The composition of claim 1 wherein the pellets are compressed into 
ablets which are cbat^d to prevent release of drug until the composition reaches the terminal 
ileum or the colon following offck^dministration of the composition. 



mm in size. 
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